BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
In the Matter of the First Amended )
~ Accusation Against: )
)
)
BONNIE L. CHEN, M.D. ) Case No. 800-2018-046060
, )
Physician's and Surgeon's )
Certificate No. A150488 )
)
Respondent )
)
DECISION

The attached Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is hereby adopted as the
Decision and Order of the Medical Board of California, Department of Consumer Affairs,
State of California.

This Decision shall become effective at 5:00 p.m. on October 23, 2019.

IT IS SO ORDERED: September 23, 2019.

MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA

Tty 12—
Ronald H. Lewis;€lair
Panel A

DCUBZ (Rev 01-2019)
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XAVIER BECERRA
Attorney General of California
JANE ZACK SIMON ‘
Supervising Deputy Attorney General
State Bar No. 116564
455 Golden Gate Avenue, Suite 11000
San Francisco, CA 94102-7004
Telephone: (415) 510-3521
Facsimile: (415) 703-5480
E-mail: Janezack.simon@doj.ca.gov
Attorneys for Complainant

BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Case No. 800-2018-046060
In the Matter of the First Amended Accusation Against:

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT

BONNIE L. CHEN, M.D. AND DISCIPLINARY ORDER
17671 Morocco Court

Riverside, CA 92504

Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate No. A 150488

Respondent.

IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between the parties to the above-

entitled proceedings that the following matters are true:
PARTIES

1. Kimberly Kirchmeyer (Complainant) is the Executive Director of the Medical Board
of California (Board). She brought this action solely in her official capacity and is represented in
this matter by Xavier Becerra, Attorney General of the State of California, by Jane Zack Simon,
Supervising Deputy Attorney General. /

2. Respondent Bonnie L. Chen, M.D. (Respondent) is representing herself in this

proceeding and has chosen not to exercise her right to be represented by counsel.

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT (800-2018-046060)




[\®]

~N SN AW

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

28

3. OnlJuly 19, 2017, the Board issued Physici_an's and Surgeon's Certificate No. A
150488 to Bonnie L. Chen, M.D. (Respondent). The Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate was in
full force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought in Accusation No. 800-2018-
046060, and will expiré onlJ amiary 31, 2019, unless renewed.

JURISDICTION

4, First Amended Accusation No. 800-2018-046060 was filed before the Board, and is
currently pending against Respondent. The First Amended Accusation and all other statutorily
required documents were properly served on Respondent, who timely filed her Notice of Defense.
A copy of First Amended Accusation No. 800-2018-046060 is attached as Exhibit A.

| ADVISEMENT AND WAIVERS

5. Respondent has carefully read, and understands the charges and allcgétions in the
First Amended Accusation. Respondent has also carefully read, and understands the effects of
this Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order.

6.  Respondent is fully aware of her legal rights in this matter, including the right to a
hearing on the charges and allegations in the First Amended Accusation; the right to be
represented by counsel at her own expense; the right to confront and cross-examine the witnesses
against her; the right to present evidence and to tesﬁfy on her own behalf; the right to the issuance
of subpoenas to compel the attendance of witnesses and the production of documents; the right to
reconsideration and-court revi‘ew of an adverse de'ci‘sion; and all other rights accorded by the '
California Administrative Procedure Act and other applicable laws.

7. Respondent voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently waives and gives up each and
every right set forth above. | |

| CULPABILITY

8.  Respondent understands and agrees that the charges and allegations in Accusation
No. 800-201 8-046060, if proven at a hearing, constitute cause for imi)osing discipline upon her
Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate. |
9. For the purpose of resolving the First Amended Accusation without the expense and

uncertainty of further proceedings, Respondent agrees that, at a hearing, Complainant could

2
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establish a factual basis for the charges in the First Amended Accusation, and that Respondent -
hereby gives up her right to contest those charges.
10. Respondent agrees that her Physician's and Surgedn's Certificate is subject to

discipline and she agrees to be bound by the Board's probationary terms as set forth in the

 Disciplinary Order below.

CONTINGENCY _

11.  This stipulation shall be subject to approval by the Medical Board of California.
Respondent understands and agrees that counsel for Complainant and the staff of the Medical
Board of California may communicate directly with the Board regarding this stipulation and
settlement, without notice to or parﬁcipation by Respondent. By signing the stipulation,
Respondent understands and agrées that she may not withdraw her agreement or seek to rescind
the stipulation prior to the time the Board considers and acts upon it. If the Board fails to adopt
this stipulation as its Decision and Order, the Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order shall
be of no force or effect, except for this paragraph, it shall be inadmissible in any legal. action |
between the parties, and the Board shall not be disqualified from further action byA having
considered this matter.

12.  The parties understand and agree that Portable Document Format (PDF) and facsimile
copies of this Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order, including PDF and facsimile
signatures thereto, shall have the same fofce and effect as the originals.

13.  In consideration of the foregoing admissions and stipulations, the parties agree ;chat
the Board may, without further notice or formal proceedihg, issue and enter the following
Disciplinary Order:

DISCIPLINARY ORDER

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate No. A 150488 issued
to Respondent Bonnie L. Chen, M.D. is revoked. However, the revocation is stayed and
Respondent is placed on probation for three (3) years on the following terms and conditions.

1.  EDUCATION COURSE. Within 60 calendar days of the effective date of this

Decision, and on an annual basis thereafter, Respondent shall submit to the Board or its designee

3 .
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for its prior approval educational program(s) or course(s) which shall not be less than 40 hours
per year, for each year of probation. The educational program(s) or course(s) shall be aimed at
correcting any areas of deficient practice or knowledge, shall include courses in the area of
hormone replacement therapy and prescribing practices, and shall be Category I certified. The
educational program(s) or course(s) shall be at Respondent’s expense and shall be in addition to
the Continuing Medical Education (CME) requirements for renewal of licensure. Following the
completion of each course, the Board or its designee may administer an examination to test
Respondent’s knowledge of the course. Respondent shall provide proof of attendance for 65
hours of CME of which 40 hours were in satisfaction of this condition.

2. PRESCRIBING PRACTICES COURSE. Within 60 calendar days of the effective

date of this Decision, Respondent shall enroll in a course in prescribing practices approved in
advance by the Board or its designee. Respondent shall provide the approved course provider
with any information and documents that the approved course provider may deem pertinent.
Respondent shall participate in and successfully complete the classroom component of the course
not later than six (6) months after Respondent’s initial enrollment. Respondent shall successfully
complete any other component of the course within one (1) year of enrollment. The prescribing
practices course shall be at Respondent’s expense and shall be in addition to the Continuing
Medical Education (CME) requirements for renewal of licensure.

A'prescribing practices course taken after the acts that gave rise to the charges in the
Accusation, but prior to the effective date of the Decision may, in the sole discretion of the Board
or its designee, be accepted towards the fulfillment of this condition if the course would have
been approved by the Board or its designee had the course been taken after the effective date of
this Decision.

Respondent shall submit a certification of successful completion to the Board or its
designee not later than 15 calendar days after successfully completing the course, or not later than
15 calendar days after the effective date of the Decision, whichever is later.

3. CLINICAL COMPETENCE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM. Within 60 calendar days

of the effective date of this Decision, Respondent shall enroll in a clinical competence assessment

4
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program approved in advance by the Board or its designee. Respondent shall successfully
complete the program not later than six (6) months after Respondent’s initial enrollment unless
the Board or its designee agrees in writing to an extension of that time.

The program shall consist of a comprehensive assessment of Respondent’s physical and
mental health and the six general domains of clinical competence as defined by the Accreditation
Council on Graduate Medical Education and American Board of Medical Specialties pertaining to
Respondent’s current or intended area of practice. The program shall take into account data
obtained from the pre-assessment, self-report forms and interview, and the Decision(s),
Accusation(s), and any other information that the Board or its designee deems relevant. The
program shall require Respondent’s on-site participation for a minimum of three (3) and no more
than five (5) days as determined by the program for the assessment and clinical education
evaluation. Respondent shall pay all expenses associated with the clinical competence
assessment program.

At the end of the evaluation, the program will submit a report to the Board or its designee
which unequivocally states whether the Respondent has demonstrated the ability to practice
safely and independently. Based on Respondent’s performance on the clinical competence
assessment, the program will advise the Board or its designee of its recommendation(s) for the
scope and length of any additional educational or clinical training, evaluation or treatment for any
medical condition or psychological condition, or anything else affecting Respondent’s practice of
medicine. Respondent shall comply with the program’s recommendations.

Determination as to whether Respondent successfully completed the clinical competence
assessment program is solely within the program’s jurisdiction.

If Respondent fails to enroll, participate in, or successfully complete the clinical
competence assessment program within the designated time period, Respondent shall receive a
notification from the Board or its designee to cease the practice of medicine within three (3)
calendar days after being so notified. The Respondent shall not resume the practice of medicine
until enrollment or participation in the outstanding portions of the clinical competence assessment

program have been completed. If the Respondent did not successfully complete the clinical

5
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competence assessment program, the Respondent shall not resume the practice of medicine until a
final decision has been rendered on the accusation and/or a petition to revoke probation. The
cessation of practice shall not apply to the reduction of the probationary time period.]

4. SOLO PRACTICE PROHIBITION. Respondent is prohibited from engaging in the

solo practice of medicine. Prohibited solo practice includes, but is not limited to, a practice
where: 1) Respondent merely shares office space with another physician but is not affiliated for
purposes of providing patient care, or 2) Respondent is the sole physician practitioner at that
location.

If Respondent fails to establish a practice with another physician or secure employment in
an appropriate practice setting within 60 calendar days of the effective date of this Decision,
Respondent shall receive a notification from the Board or its designee to cease the practice of
medicine within three (3) calendar days after being so notified. The Respondent shall not resume
practice until an appropriate practice setting is established.

If, during the course of the probation, the Respondent’s practice setting changes and the
Respondent is no longer practicing in a setting in compliance with this Decision, the Respondent
shall notify the Board or its designee within five (5) caleﬁdar days of the practice setting change.
If Respondent fails to establish a practice with another physician or secure employment in an
appropriate practice setting within 60 calendar days of the practice setting change, Respondent
shall receive a notification from the I;oard or its designee to cease the practice of medicine within
three (3) calendar days after being so notified. The Respondent shall not resume practice until an
appropriate practice setting is established.

5. PROHIBITED PRACTICE. For the first year of probation, and until Respondnet has

completed the Prescribing Practices Course described above, Respondent is prohibited from
prescribing hormone replacement medication to patients. After the effective date of this Decision,
all patients being treated by the Respondent shall be notified that the Respondent is prohibited
from prescribing hormone replacement medication. Any new patients must be provided this
notification at the time of their initial appointment.

Respondent shall maintain a log of all patients to whom the required notification was

6
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made. The log shall contain the: 1) patient’s name, address and phone numbef; 2) patient’s
medical record number, if available; 3) the full name of the person making the notification; 4 the
date the notification was made; and 5) a description of the notification given. Reépondent shall
keep this log in a separate file or ledger, in chronological order, shall make the log available for
immediate inspection and copying on-the premises at all times during business hours by the Board
or its designee, and shall retain the log for the entire term of probation. |

6. NOTIFICATION. Within seven (7) days of the effective date of this Decision, the

Respondént shall provide a true copy of this Decision and Accusation to the Chief of Staff or the
Chief Executive Officer at every hospital where privileges or membership are extended to
Respondent, at any other facility where Respondent engages in the practice of medicine,
including all physician and ldcum tenens registries or other similaf agencies, and to thé Chief
Executive Officer at every insurance carrier which extends malpractice insurance coverage to
Reépondent. Respondent shall submit proof of compliance to the Board or its designee within 15
calendar days.

This condition shall apply to any change(s) in hospitals, other facilities or insurance carrier.

7. SUPERVISION OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS AND ADVANCED PRACTICE

NURSES. During probation, Respondent is prohibited from supervising physician assistants and

advanced practice nurses.

8. OBEY ALL LAWS. Respondent shall obey all federal, state and local laws, all rules
governing the practice of medicine in California and remain in full compliance with any court

ordered criminal probation, payments, and other orders.

9. QUARTERLY DECLARATIONS. Respondent shall submit quarterly declarations

under penalty of perjury on forms provided by the Board, stating whether there has been
compliance with all the conditions of probation.
Respondent shall submit quarterly declarations not later than 10 calendar days after the end

of the preceding quarter.

10. GENERAL PROBATION REQUIREMENTS.

Compliance with Probation Unit

7
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Respondent shall comply with the Board’s probation unit.

Address Changes

Respondent shall, at all times, keep the Bgard informed of Respondent’s business and .
residence addresses, email address (if available), and telephoné number. Changes of such
addresses shall be immediately communicated in writing to the Board or its designee. Under no
circumstances shall a post office box serve as an address of record, éxcept as allowed by Business
and Professions Code section 2021(b).

Place of Practice

Respondent shall not engage in the practice of medicine in Respondent’s or patient’s place
of residence, unless the patient resides in a skilled nursing facility or other similar licensed
facility.

License Renewal

Respondent shall maintain a current and renewed California physician’s and surgeon’s
license.

Travel or Residence Qutside California

Respondent shall immediately inform the Board or its 'designee, in writing, of travel to any
areas outside the jurisdiction of California which lasts, or is contemplated to last, more than thirty
(30) calendar days. |

In the event Resp‘ondelllt should leave the State of California to reside or to practice
;Respondent shall notify the Board or its designee in writing 30 calendar days prior to the dates of

departure and return.

11. INTERVIEW WITH THE BOARD OR ITS DESIGNEE. Respondent shall be
available in person upon request for interviews either at Respondent’s place of business or at the
probation unit office, with or without prior notice throughout the term of probation.

12. NON-PRACTICE WHILE ON PROBATION. Respondent shall notify the Board or

its designee in writing within 15 calendar days of any periods of non-practice lasting more than
30 calendar days and within 15 calendar days of Respondent’s return to practice. Non-practice is

defined as any period of time Respondent is not practicing medicine as defined in Business and

8
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Professions Code sections 2051 and 2052 for at least 40 hours in a calendar month in direct
patient care, clinical activity or teaching, or other activity as approved by the Board. If
Respondent resides in California and is considered to be in non-practice, Respondent shall
comply with all terms and conditions of probation. All time spent in an intensive training
program which has been approved by the Board or its designee shall not be considered non-
practice and does not relieve Respondent from complying with all the terms and conditions of
probation. Practicing medicine in another state of the United States or Federal jurisdiction while
on probation with the medical licensing authority of that state or jurisdiction shall not be
considered non-practice. A Board-ordered suspension of practice shall not be considered as a
period of non-practice.

In the event Respondent’s period of non-practice while on probation exceeds 18 calendar
months, Respondent shall successfully complete the Federation of State Medical Boards’s Special
Purpose Examination, or, at the Board’s discretion, a clinical competence assessment program
that meets the criteria of Condition 18 of the current version of the Board’s “Manual of Model
Disciplinary Orders and Disciplinary Guidelines” prior to resuming the practice of medicine.

Respondent’s period of non-practice while on probation shall not exceed two (2) years.

Periods of non-practice will not apply to the reduction of the probationary term.

Periods of non-practice for a Respondent residing outside of California will relieve
Respondent of the responsibility to comply with the probationary terms and conditions with the
exception of this condition and the following terms and conditions of probation: Obey All Laws;
General Probation Requirements; Quarterly Declarations; Abstain from the Use of Alcohol and/or
Controlled Substances; and Biological Fluid Testing..

13. COMPLETION OF PROBATION. Respondent shall comply with all financial

obligations (e.g., restitution, probation costs) not later than 120 calendar days prior to the
completion of probation. Upon successful completion of probation, Respondent’s certificate shall
be fully restored.

14. VIOLATION OF PROBATION. Failure to fully comply with any term or condition

of probation is a violation of probation. If Respondent violates probation in any respect, the

9
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Board, after giving Respondent notice and the opportunity to be heard, may revoke probation and

carry out the disciplinary order that was stayed. If an Accusation, or Petition to Revoke Probation,
or an Interim Suspension Order is filed against Respondent during probation, the Board shall have
continuing jurisdiction until the matter is final, and the period of probation shall be extended until
the matter is final.

15. LICENSE SURRENDER. Following the effective date of this Decision, if

Respondent ceases practicing due to retirement or health reasons or is otherwise unable to satisfy
the terms and conditions of probation, Respondent may request to surrender his or her license.
The Board reserves the right to evaluate Respondent’s request and to exercise its discretion in
determining whether or not to grant the request, or to take any other action deemed appropriate
and reasonable under the circumstances. Upon formal acceptance of the surrender, Respondent
shall within 15 calendar days deliver Respondent’s wallet and wall certificate to the Board or its
designee and Respondent shall no longer practice medicine. Respondent will no longer be subject
to the terms and conditions of probation. If Respondent re-applies for a medical license, the
application shall be treated as a petition for reinstatement of a revoked certificate.

16. PROBATION MONITORING COSTS. Respondent shall pay the costs associated

with probation monitoring each and every year of probation, as designated by the Board, which
may be adjusted on an annual basis. Such costs shall be payable to the Medical Board of
California and delivered to the Board or its designee no later than January 31 of each calendar
year.

ACCEPTANCE

I have carefully read the Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order. I understand the
stipulation and the effect it will have on my Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate, 1 enter into
this Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently, and

agree to be bound by the Decision and Order of the Medical Board of California.

DATED: A?JWA/ (& ol @) / W\.&\/\-—/

" BONNIE L.£HEN, M.D.
Respondent

10
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ENDORSEMENT

The foregoing Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is hereby respectfully .

submitted for consideration by the Medical Board of California.

DATED:

SF2018201628
21544745 .docx

@\%\\I\Q\

11

Respectfully submitted,

XAVIER BECERRA
Attorney General of California

o\

JAN ZACl%SIMON \

Supeyvising Deputy Attorney General

tonneys forComplainant

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT (800-2018-046060)
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XAVIER BECERRA
Attorney General of California
JANE ZACK SIMON FILED

Supervising Deputy Attorney General )
State Bar No. 116564 STATE OF LALIFORNIA

455 Golden Gate Avenue, Suite 11000 ~ MEDICAL BOARR OF CALIFORNI
San Francisco, CA 94102-7004 SA T 20
Telephone: (415) 510-3521 BY,

Facsimile: (415) 703-5480 ANALYST .

E-mail: Janezack.simon@doj.ca.gov
Attorneys for Complainant

' BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the First Amended Accusation Case No. 800-2018-046060
Against: ‘

' FIRST AMENDED ACCUSATION
BONNIE L. CHEN, M.D.
17671 Morocco Court
Riverside, CA 92504

Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate No. A150488

Respondent.

The Complainant alleges: _

1.  Kimberly Kirchmeyer (Complainant) is the Executive Director of the Medical Boafd
of California, Department of Consumer Affairs, and brings this First Amended Accusation solely
in her official capacity.

2. OnJuly 19,2017, Physician’s and Surgeon’s Ceﬁiﬁcate No. A150488 was issued by
the Medical Board of California (Board) to Bo_rmie L Chen, M.D. (Respondent). The certificate
is renewed and current with an expiration date of January 31, 2021. Prior disciplinary action was
taken by the Medical Board of California against this certificate in Case No. 800-2017-034433 as
follows: On July 19, 2017, a Public Letter of Reprimand was issued.
iy
Iy
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JURISDICTION

3. This First Amended Accusation is brought before the Medical Board of California
under the authority of the following sections of the.California Business and Professions Code
(Code) and/or other relevant statutory enactment: '_

A.  Section 2227 of the Code provides in part that the Board may revoke, suspend for a
period not to exceed one year, or place on probation, the license of any licensee who }\1as
been found guilty under the Medical Practice Act, and may recover the costs of probation
monitoring.

B.  Section 2305 of the Code provides, in part, that the revocation, suspension, or other
discipline, restriction or limitation imposed by another state upon a license to practice
medicine issued by that state, or the revocation, suspension, or restriction of the authority
to practice medicine by any agency of the federal government, that would have been
grounds for discipline in California under the Medical Practice Act, constitutes grounds for
discipline for unprofessional conduct. o

C. Section 141 of the Code provides:

“(a) For any licensee holding a license issued by a board under the
jurisdiction of a department, a disciplinary action taken by another state, by any
agency of the federal government, or by another country for any act
substantially related to the practice regulated by the California license, may be
a ground for disciplinary action by the respective state licensing board. A
certified copy of the record of the disciplinary action taken against the licensee
by another state, an agency of the federal government, or by another country
shall be conclusive evidence of the events related therein.

“(b) Nothing in this section shall preclude a board from applying a
specific statutory provision in the licensing act administered by the board that
provides for discipline based upon a disciplinary action taken against the
licensee by another state, an agency of the federal government, or another
country.”

FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

(Discipline, Restriction, or Limitation Imposed by Other States)
4. In adecision effective August 12,2018, the-}ﬂew Jersey State Board of Medical
Examiners issued a Consent Order of Permanent Retirement regarding Respondent’s license to

practice medicine in the state of New Jersey. The Consent Order of Permanent Retirement

2
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resolved allegations pertaining to Respondent’s prescribing and dispensing of hormone
replacement medications. Under the terms of the Consent Order of Permanent Retirement,
Respondent was required to retire her New Jersey medical license, vx;ith such retirement deemed
to be a penﬁanent revocation. A copy of the Consent Order of Permanent Retirement issued by
the New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners is attached as Exhibit A.

5.  On October 25, 2018, the Pennsylvania State Board of Medicine issued a Consent
Agreement and Order,\under which Respondent’s Pennsylvania medical license was permanently
surrendered. A copy of the Pennsylvania Consent Agreement and Order, which was based on the
actio;l taken by the New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners, is attached as Exhibit B.

6. On October 18, 2013, the New York State Board for Professional Medical Conduct
issued a Surrender Order to resolve a Statement of Charges based on the action taken by the New
Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners. A copy of the Surrender Order issued by the New |
York State Board for Professional Medical Conduct is attached as Exhibit C.

7.  Respondent’s conduct and the actions of the New Jersey State Board of Medical
Examiners, the Pennsylvania State Board of Medicine and the New York State Board for
Professional Medical Conduct, as set forth in paragraphs 4-6, above, constitute cause for
discipline pursuant to sections 2305 and/or 141 of the Code.

PRAYER )

WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein alleged,
and that following the hearing, the Board issue a decision:

1.  Revoking or suspending Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate Number A150488
issued to respondent Bonnie L. Chen, M.D.;

2. Revoking, suspending or denying approval of Respondent’s authority to supervise
physician assistants and advanced practice nurses;

3. Ordering Respondent, if placed on probation, to pay the costs of probation
monitoring; and
/11
/17
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4.  Taking such other and further action as the Board deems necessary and proper.

DATED: May 2, 2019

)/ M M; Ww

MBER# KIRCHM]?YER
ir

Executiv ector

Medical Board of California

Department of Consumer Affairs .
State of California

Complainant

4
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* " Division of Law

GURBIR S. GREWAL _
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF NEW JERSEY

124 Halsey Street
P.O. Box 45029
Newark, New Jersey 07101

By: Lisa N. Brown .
Deputy Attorney General
Tel. (873) 648-7461
Lisa.brown@law.njoag.gov
Attorney ID: (0323382003

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

" DEPARTMENT OF LAW & PUBLIC SAFETY
DIVISION OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS

IN THE MATTER OF THE SUSPENSION:

" OR REVOCATION OF THE LICENSE OF: ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION
‘Bonnie Chen, M.,D, : CONSENT ORDER OF
Licenszae NO: 25MA07260500 : PERMANENT RETIREMENT

TO PRACTICE MEDICINE AND
SURGERY IN THE STATE QF NEW
JERSEY - :

This matter was opened to the New Jersey State Board of

Medical Examiners (“Board”) upon receipt of information alleging

. that Bomnie Chen, M.D. (“Respondent”) had not complied with the

statutes and regulations governing the conduct of Llicensed
physicians in the State of New Jersey. Specifically, in 2015, the

Board received allegations -about her prescriﬁing and dispensing of

hormone ’ replacement medications to her patients. aAfter

Respondent’s testimony before a committee of the Board in 2015 and
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evaluating medical records, the Board had concerns with
Respondent’s prescribing and dispensing of hormone replacement

<

medications.

'Respondenﬁ now seeks leave to voluntarily permanently retire
from the practice of medicine in New Jersey with.an agreement not
té reapply, in order to fuily resolve all outstanding inquiries
without making any admissions, and agrees to theventry of this
Order wifhout the need for formal proceeding; having read the
terms of the within Order, undefstanding their meaning and effect
and consenting to be bound by same; and the Board findingm the
within disposition to bé adeduately protectiv§' of the public
health, safety and welfare, and being satisfied that good cause

!
i

exists for entry of the within Ofder. 

IT IS.THEREFORE ON THIS [Q_&DAY or Ay |\.’ , 2018 ORDERED:

- 1. Bonnie Chen, M.D. is hereby granted leave to and shall
retire her license to préctice medicine and surgery in the State
of New Jersey, -with such retirement to be deemed a permanent
;evocation. This permanent  revocation shall'.becpme eféective
thipty>(30) days from the date this Order is filed.

2. During the thirty day wind_down period, Respondent shall
accept no new patients and shall make évéry effort to ensure the
orderly transfer of her current patients to otﬁer treatment
providers. Respondent may issue _prescriptions .or renewals for

medication to existing patients only as needed to provide

2
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treatment continuilty between herself and the patient’s new

treatment provider. .

3.  Respondent agrees to not reapply for a New Jersey
medical license or to seek a CDS registratidn iﬁ ﬁew Jersey in the
future. |

4. ;Respoﬁdent shall thirty (30) days after the date.thié
‘Order is filed return her original New Jersey medical license.and-
CDS registration to the New Jersey State Board of ‘Medical
Examiners, P.O. Box 153, Trenton, New .Jersey 68625—0183. "-Shé
shall also advise <the Drﬁg Ehfqrcement Aggncyi of this Ordef,
specifically the permanent revocétionof her me@ical license and
providé the Board with proof of said notifi;ationg

| 5. Following the close pf business oﬁ the 30th day after the
filing of this'Consent'Ordér, Respondent shail;ceasg and desist . -
all. patient contact at'ény location and the rehde;ing of medical
care, .including ‘the 4issuance of any prescriptions for, or
dispehsation .of, medications of any kind, 4inc¢luding but not
limitedlto Controlled Dangerous Substances.

6. Following thelblose of business on the ?0“ day af£er the
filing ;§f ‘this Consent Order, as a result éf her voluntary
permanent retirement, Reépondent'shall not ente; the premi§e$ §f
her former medical practice durinq business hours when patients

may be present.
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7. Following the close of business on the 50“ day after the
filing of this Consent Order, Respondent shall not charge, receive’
or share in any fee for professional services rendered by others.
Respondent shall be permitted.td collect accounts receivable with
respect to professionél services that she‘rende;ed prior to the
effective date of her revocation. Respéndent shail divest herself
from any curren£ and future financial interest in or: benefit
derived from the practice_of medicine,

8. As a result of her voluntary permanent retirement,
Réspondent' shall be précluded from 'managing, overseeing,
supervisihg or influencing the practice ofvmediéine or provision

of healthcare activities in the State of New Jersey.

9.  Respondent shall comply with N.J.A.C. 13:35-6.5(h), the

. board regulation for practice closure. Within thirty (30) days of

tﬁe filing of thisAConsent Order, Respondent is to notify William
V. Roeder, Executive Director, State Board of Medical Examiners,
140 East Front Street, P.O. Box 183, Trenton, New Jersey 08625-
0183 as to where her patient records.are secured,: and how patients
may obtain them. | .

10. Respondent shall comply with the Directives applicable‘
to any Medical Board licensge whose pefmaﬁent: retirement of
licenéure or cessation of practice has been ordered or agreed upon
or who is disciplined, which are attached hereto as Exhibit 1 and

incbrporated by refsrence.
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11. The parﬁies hereby stipulate that entry of this Order is
without prejudice to further action ofl matters: unknown at this
time, by this'Board the»Attorney General, the Drug Control Unit,
the blrector of the DlVlSlon of Consumer Affalrs or other law
enforcement entities resulting from Respondént’siconduct prior.to
the entry of this Order.

12; Failuée‘to comply witﬁ any.p:ovision o% tbis Order will
result 1in subsequent disciplinary proceedings: ﬁor failure to
comply with an Order of the Board. “ |

NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD
OF MEJICAL EXAMINERS

By:

Paul J Carniol, M.D. F.A.C.S.
Board PreSLdent :

Dated: ) 9 (8
hereby given as to

nd entjﬁ[of this Order. | ' .
w_ . | ﬁated:7/cf //

g&ace Mack, Esg
ilentz, Goldman & Spitzer
Attorney for Respondent

I have read and understood the
within QOrder and agree to be bound
by its terms.

Bonnie Chen, M.D,

Consent
the form

By:

#9884144.1(161687.002)



Rl

-COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA -
DEPARTMENT OF STATE e g Tt
BEFORE THE STATE BOARD OF MEDICINED.S U= == =% ©~

-~

LA
LAl

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania : :
- File No.: 18-49-006231

Bureau of Professional and
Occupational Affairs

VS,

Bonnie L. Chen, M.D.,,
Respondent

CONSENT AGREEMENT AND ORDER

PARTIES
The Commenwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of State, Bureau of Professional and

Occupational Affairs ( "Commonwealth") and Bonnie L. Chen, M.D. (“Respondent™) stipulate
as follows in settlement of the above-captioned case. '

APPLICABLE LAW

1. This matter is before the State Board of Medicine ("Board") pursuant to the Medical
Practice Act of 1985, act of December 20, 1985, P.L. 457, No: 112, ("Act"), as amended, 63 P.S.
§§ 422.1-422.53; the Medical Care Availability and Reduction of Error ("Mcare") Act, Act of

March 20, 2002, P.L. 154, No. 13, as amended, 40 P.S. §§ 1303.101-1303.910; azi;dlor the Act of

July 2, 1993, P.L. 345, No. 48 (“ACT 48”), as amended, 63 P.S. §§ 2201-2207.

LICENSURE STATUS

2. Atall relevant and material times, Respondent held the following license to practice

as a medical physician and surgeon in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: license no.

ND)422582,-which was originally issued on Septembér 4, 2003, and which expired on December

31, 2008.



- STIPULATED FACTS

3. The Respondent admits that the following allegations are true:

a. Absent additiénal Board actioﬁ, Reépondent's license may be
continually feactivated,' renewed, or reinstated upon the filing of the appropriate
documentation and payment of the necessary fees. - |

b. Responden.t's current address is 243 Horseneck Road, Fairfield, NJ
07004. |

c. Atall relevant and material ﬁﬁles; Respondent was authorized to
practice as a physician in the State of New Jersey.

d. On or about July 12, 2_'01.8, the New J ersey State Board of Medical

Examiners (“New Jersey Board”) approved a Consent Order of Permanent.

* Retirement (“Consent Order”) In the Matter of the Suspension or Revocation of

the License of Bonnie Chen. M.D. to Practice Medicine and Surgery in the State

of New Jersey.
e. A true and correct copy of the Consent Order is attached as Exhibit A

and is incorporated by reference.
f. Pursuant to the Consent Order, the New J ers'ey Board granted leave for
Respondent to retire her license to practice medicine and surgery in the State of

New Jersey, with such retirement to be deemed a permanent revocation,

ALLEGED VIOLATIONS

4. The Commonwealth alleges that the Board is authorized to stspend or révoke, or

otherwise restrict Respondent's license under Sections 41 and 42 of the Act, 63 P.S. §§ 422.41 &

422.42; or impose a civil penalty under Section 908 of the Mcare Act, 40 P.S. §§ 1303.908,

and/or Section 5(B)(4) of ACT 48,63 P.S. §2205(B)(4) and/or impose the costs of investigation

2



“under Section 5(b)(5) of ACT 48, 63 P.S. § 2205(b)(5), because Respondent violated the Act at
Section 41(4), 63 P.S. § 422.41(4), in that Respondent had a license or other authorization to

practice the profession disciplined by the proper licensing authority of another state.

PROPOSED ORDER

5. The p‘érties, intending to be legally bound, conséht to the issuaﬁce of the following
Order in settlement of this matter:

a. The Board finds that it is authorized to suspend or revoke, or otherwise
restrict Respondent's license under Sections 41 and 42 of the Act, 63 P.S. §§
422.41 & 422.42; or impose a civil penalty under Section 908 of the Mcare
Act40P.S. §§ 1303.903, and/or Section 5(b)(4) of ACT 48, 63 P.S. §2205(b)(l4)
and/or impose the costs of investigation under Section 5(b)(5) of ACT 48, 63.P.S.
§ 2205(b)(5), because Requndent violated the Act at Section 41(4), 63 P.S. §
422.41(4), in that Respo'nde'r;t had a licenise or other authorization to practice the_

profession disciplined by the.proper licensing authority Qf another stéte.

PERMANENT VOLUNTARY SURRENDER -

b, In consideration for not imposing other disciplinary sanctions (whiéh
could include the reVocaﬁon of Respondent’s license to pra'ctice as a medical
physician and surgeon and the imposition of civil penalties and/or the costs of
investi gétion), the Parties propose, and the Board hereby accepts, the permanent
VOLUNTARY SURRENDER of Respondent’s license to practice as a medical
physician and surgeon in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, along with any
other licenses, régistrations, certificates, approvals, authorizations, or permits
(hereinafter referred to collectively as "authorizations to practice the profession")

issued by the Board to Respondent at the time this Consent Agreement is adopted-



by the Board. Resporident ackriowledges that with the permanent voluntary

surrender of her authorizations to practice the profession, Respondent is

surrendering any and all property rights she may have in those authorizations to

practice the profcsgiOn and will no longer be eligible to renew those
authorizations to practice the profession. As further stated consideration for the
Commonwealth not seeking other disciplinary sanctions against Respondent’,
Respondent agrees to: |
(1) cease practicing as a medical physician and
surgeon in the Commo_nwealth on and after the effed;tive
date of this Consent Agreement, and shall not indicate any
ability to practice the profession in the-Commonwealth in
' any manner What.sqlever in the future,
(2) Unlesé otherwise specified in this agreement,
Respondent agreeé to not-apply, at any time in the future,
for the reactivation, reinstatement, Areissuance, or the
issuance of any authorization to practice issued by the
Board and fuﬁher directs that the board should not
* consider, and may dény without hearing, any application
for'an‘authoriz'ation to practi§e filed with the Board,
(3) not work as an ﬁnlicensed assistant to any

person holding an authorization from the Board to Ii_racﬁce

the profession,



(4) not possess a controlling interest in any
organization requiring an authorization from tﬁe Board to
practice the profession,

(5) not possess a controlling interest in any

organization whose employees require an authorization

from the Board to practlzce the profession when conducting

the business of thie organization,

c. For purpdses of this paragraph, the term 'controlling interest' shall
include being an owner, officer, manager, director, partner, member, or associate,
as well as owniné any quantity of outstanding corporate stock sufficient to control.
or direct the actionis of the firm.

d. Rcsponde;nt shall, within ten (10) days of adoption of this Consent
Agreement and Ordef, surrender Respondent’s wall cert_iﬁcaté, biennial renewal
certificate and wallet card (or notarized affidavit of their loss o_i' desﬁ'uction) by
mailing them to:

Keith E. Bashore, Prosecuting Attorney
Pennsylvania Department of State

P.0O. Box 69521

Harrisburg, PA 17106-9521

or by delivering them in person at:

Bureau of Professional and Occupational Affairs

One Penn Center
2601 North 3rd St.
~ Harrisburg; Pennsylvania



- e ThJS Order constitutes d1s<:1p11nary action b; the Board and shall be
reported to other licensing authdrities and any applicable national licensing

databank as a disciplinary action by the Board.
f. This casé shall be deemed settled and discontinued upon the Board '

issuing an Order adopting this Consent Agreement.

ADMISSIBILITY OF CONSENT AGREEMENT IN FUTURE PROCEEDINGS

6. Respondent agrees that if Respondent is charged with a ﬁolation of an Act enforced

by this Board in the future, this Consent Agréement and Order shall be admitted into evidence

without objéction in that proceeding.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF NOTICE AND WAIVER OF HEARING

7. Respondent acknowledges receipt of an Order to Show Cause in this matter.
Respondent lmdwingly and voluntarily waives the right to an administrative hearing in this
matter, and knowingly and voluntarily waives the following rights related to thafheariﬁg: to be
represented by counsel at the hearing; to present witnesses énd testimony i;1 defense or in
m‘iti,g’ation'o'f any sanction that may be imposed for a violation; to cross-examine witnesses and
to challenge ;avidénce presented by the Commonwealth; to present legal arguments by means of a

brief; and to take an appeal from any final adverse decision.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF_ RIGHT TO ATTORNEY
8. Respondent acknowledges that she is aware that she has the right to consult with,

and/or be represented by, private legal counsel of Respondent’s choosing and at Respondent’s
expense when reviewing, considering and accepting the terms of this Consent Agreement. To
the extent that Respondent is not represented by legal counsel, Respondent has knowingly /

elected to proceed without the assistance of legal counsel.



~7 7 WAIVER OF CLAIM OF COMMINGLING AND OTHER CONSTITUTIONAE CLAIMS

9. Respondent expressly waives any constitutional i‘igh_ts and issues, such as
commingling of prosecutqﬁal_ and adjudicative functions by the Board or its counsel, wiﬁch may
arise or have arisen during the negotiation, preparation and/or éresentation o.f‘ this Cor_xsent ‘
Agreement. Resp;':sndent 'spgciﬁcal-ly agrees that if the Board rejects this égreement, it may
assumé that the facts aﬁd averments as alleged in this Consent Agreement are true and correct for

| the limited purpose of recoﬁmnendi_ng a sanction, based on those assumed fé.cts, ﬂ;at' woﬁld be
acceptable td the iBoard before heéring the case. In the event _that the Board does assume fhe
fact; and.avermeﬁts as alleged in this Consent Agreement are true for purposes of makiné a
recoﬁmendétion as to an acceptabie sanction, such action shall not constitute commingling of -
prosecutofial’ and adjudicative functio\ns by the Board or its counsel, and the Res’pondent ,
expressly waives any constitutional rigﬁts and issues related to alleged commiﬁgling, bias, or
violation of due pro<=:ess riéhts to have an unbiased and impartial adjudicator m any subsequent
hearing. Ifa héaring is subsequently held, neither this Consent Aéreement nor the proposéd
terms of settlement may be admitted into evidence and any facfs, avernients, and allegations
contained inthe éQnseht A-g%eement muist be proven at hearing unless otherwi'ée 'separa't'ely |
| stipulated. This paragraph is bihding on the participants even if the Board does notAaplgr‘ove this

Consent Agreement.

NO'MODIFICATION OF ORDER

10. Resp'ondeht agrees, as a condition of entéring into this Consent Agreément, not to

seek modification at a later date of the Stipulated Order adopting and iﬁlplemegtiﬁg this Consent

Agreement without first obtaining the express written concurrence of the Prosecution Division,



AGREEMENT NOT BINDING ON OTHER PARTIES

11. The Office of General Counsel has approved this Consent Agreement as to form and ‘
legality; however, this Consent Agreemeht shall have no legal effect unless and until the Board

issues an Order approving and adopting this Consent Agreement.

EFFECT OF BOARD'S REJECTION OF CONSENT AGREEMENT

12. Should the Board not approve this Consent Agreement, presentation to and
consideration of this Consent Agrcemént and other documents and matters by the Board shall not
prejudice the Board or any of its members from further paﬂiqipatioﬁ in the adjudicatibn of this

matter. This paragraph is binding on the participants even if the Board does not approve this

Consent Agreement.

AGREEMENT DOES NOT PREVENT ADDITIONAL DISCIPLINE BASED ON OTHER COMPLAINTS

13. Nothing in this Order shall preclude the Prosecution Division for the Commonwealth
from filing charges or the Board from imposing disciplinary or corrective measures for violations
or facts not contained in this Consent Agréement; .

ENTIRE AGREEMENT

14. This agreement cdntainé the whole agreement between the participants; provided
however, that the captions printed in the various provisions of this agreement are for ease of
reading only and are nof to be interpreted as forming any part of this agreement. There are no
other terms, obligations, covenants, representations, statements or conditions, or otherwise, of

any kind whatsoever concerning this agreement.

VERIFICATION OF FACTS AND STATEMENTS' .

15. Respondent verifies that the facts and statements set forth in this Consent Agreement
are true and correct to the best of Respondent's knowledge, information and bélief. Respondent

understands that statements in this Consent Agreement.are made subject to the criminal



;"-elthE Bashore

penalies of 18:22:CiS.A. § 4904 relating to unswon falsifiction to-authorities:

Bon"n'ie L Chen; MD '
Prosecutmg Attothey R eipondent

DATED: g/w/[g A DATED: 5// 5/9’0 [ X/



GURBIR S. GREWAL

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF NEW JERSEY
Division of lLaw

124 Halsey Street

P.O. Box 45029

Newark, New Jersey 07101

By: Lisa N. Brown EFFECTIVE DATE: August 12, 2018
Deputy Attorney General
Tel. (973) 648-7461
Lisa.brown@law.njoag.gov
Attorney ID: 032392003

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DEPARTMENT OF LAW & PUBLIC BAFETY
DIVISION OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS

- e e e 400 (0 5 8 T e e e S A e P B A b T T A

IN THE MATTER OF THE SUSPENSION: :
OR REVOCATION OF THE LICENSE OF: ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION

\

Boanie Chen, M.D, CONSENT ORDHER OF
License NO: 25MR07260600 T PERMANENT RETIREMENT

TO PRACTICE MEDICINE AND
SURGERY IN THE STATE OF NEW

JERSEY

This matter was opened to the New Jersey' State Board of
Medical Examiners (“Board”) upon receipt of information alleging

that Bonmnie Chen, M.D. (“Respondent”) had not complied with the

gtatutes . and régulations gove;ning ~the conduct of licensed
physicians in the State of New Jersey. - Specifically, in 2015, the-
Board received allegations abbut her prescribing and dispensing of
hormone replacement medications to her patients., After
Respondent’s testimony before a committee of the Board in 2015 and

CERTIEIED TRUE COPY
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evaluating medical records, the Board had concerns with

Respondant’s prescribing and dispensing of hormone ‘replacement
medications. |
}Respondent now seeks leave to voluntarily permanently retire
from the practice 6f medicine in New Jersey with an agreemsnt not
to reapply, in order to fully resolve all outstanding inquiries
without making any admissions, and agrees to the entry of this
Order withouf the need for formal proéeeding, having read the
terms of the within Order, understanding their meaning and effect
and consenting to'be bound by same; and the - Board finding the
within disposition to be adeq;ately protectivé of the public

health, éafety and welfare, and being satisfied that good cause

exlsts for entry of the within Order.

IT IS THEREFORE ON THIS J&= pay or {yy EL# , 2018 ORDERED:

1. Bonnie Chen, M.D., is hsreby granted leave to an& shall
retire her license to practice medicine and surgery in tﬁe State
of New Jersey, with such retirement to be deemed a permanent
revocation, This -permanent' revocation shall beqome eféective
thirty (30) days from the date thié Order is filed.

2. During the thirty day wind down period, Respondent shali
accépt no new.patients and shall make every effort to ensure the
orderly transfer of .he:/ current patients. to other treatment

providers.  Respondent may issues prescriptions.or renewals for

medication to wexisting patients only as needed to provide
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treatment = continuity between herself and the patient’s néw

treatment provider.
3. . Respondent -égtees to not reapply for a New  Jersey
medical license or to seek a CDS registration in New Jersey in the

future, ‘
-4, Respondent shail'thirty (30) days after the date this

Order. is filed return her original New Jersey medical -license and

CDS registration to'-ﬁhe New Jersey State Board of Médiqal
Examiners, P.O. Box- 183, Trenton, ‘New Jersey 08625-01}33t ‘She
shall"aiso advise the Drugh_Eanrcement. Agénéy: of  this oOrder,
specifical;y the pérmanent revocationof her medical license and

provide the Board with proof of said notification.

5. Following the close of business on the 30" day after the

“filing of this Consent Order, Reépondent shall-cease and desist

all patient contact at any location and the rendering of medical
cére) - including the issuance of any prescriptions for, or
dispensation of, medication8> of any kind, including but not

limited to COntroiléd-Danggrous Substances.

6. Fqilqwing the-close of business on the 30 day after the
filing - of this Cénsent Order, as a result éf her voluntary
permanenf retirement, Respondent shall not enter the preﬁises of

her former medical practice during business hours when patients

may be present.
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7. Following the close of business on the 30th day after the
filing of this Consent Order, Respondent shall not charge, receive
or share in any fee‘for professional services rendered by others.
Respondent shall be permitted to collect accounts receivable.with
respect to professional services that she rendered prior to the
effective date of her revocation. ‘Respondent shall divest herself

from any current and future £inancial interest in or benefit

derived from the practice of medicine.’

8. As a result of her voluntary  permanent retirement,
Respondent shall be precluded from managing, - overseeing,
suﬁervibihg or influencing ‘the practice of medigine or provision
of healthcare activities in the State of New Jersey.

5. Respondent shall comply with N.J.A.C. 13:35-6.5(h), the
board regulation for practice closure. Within thirty,(BO) days of
the filing of this Consent Order, Réspondeht is to notify William'
V. Roeder, ‘Executive Director, State Board of Mediéal Examiners,
140 East Front Street, P,O. Box 183, Trenton, New Jersey 08625-

~

0183.as to where her patient records are secured,land how patients

‘may obtain them,

10. Respondent  shall comply with the Directives applicable
to any Medical Board licensee- whose permanent retirement. of
licensure or cessation of practice has been ordered or,égreed upon

or who is disciplined, which are attached hereto. as Exhibit 1 and

incorporated by reference.
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11. The parties hereby stipulate that entry of»this Order is
Without prejudice to further action of' matters unknown at this
tiﬁe, by this Board, the Attorney Generai, the D%ug.éontrol Unit,
the» Direct&r of the Division -of Consumer Affaiks or other law
enforcement entities resulting from Respéndant’s=éondu¢t prior to
Ithe entry of this Order.

12, Failufe to comply with any provision of this Order will

result in subsequent disciplinary progéedings. for  failure to

comply with an Order of the Board.

NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD
OF MERICAL EXAMINERS

Paul J, Carniol, M.D.,, F.A.C.S.
- . Board President

I have read and undeérstood the
within Order and agree to be bound

by its terms. - . _ | | '
. 491(”‘/\" | Dated: ‘7/61 /{8

Bonnie Chen, M.D.

.Consent hereby givén as to

the form/|gnd ent7ﬁ!of this Order. | ’
A - : Dated:7/Cf//(?

ace ‘Mack, Esq;
ilentz, Goldman & Spitzer
Attorney for Respondent

#9084144,1(181667.002)



DIRECTIVES APPLICABLE TO ANY MEDICAL BOARD LICENSER
WHO IS DISCIPLINED OR WHOSE SUHRENDER OF LICENSURE
OR CESSATION OF PRACTICE HAS BEEN ORDERED OR AGREED UPON

"APPROVED BY THE BOARD ON AUGUST 12, 2015

All licensees who are the subject of a disciplinary order or
surrender or cessation order (herein after, “Order”). of the Board
shall provide the information required on' the addendum to these
directives. Failure to provide the information required may result’
in further disciplinary action for failing to coopeérate with the
Board, as required by N.J.A.C. 13:45C-1 et .seq: Paragraphs .1
through 4 below shall apply when a licensea is suspended, revoked,
has surrendered his or her license, or entered into an agreement to
cease practice,; with or without prejudice, whether on an interim or

. final basis. Paragraph 5 applies to licensees. who are the subject

of an order which, while permitting continued practice, contains
probationary terms or monitoring requirement, '

1. Document Retura and Agemcy Notification

The licensee shall promptly forward to the Board office at Post
Office Box 183, 140 East Front Street, 2nd floor, Trenton, New
Jersey 08625-0183, the original license, current biennial
registration and, if applicable, the original CDS registration. In
addition, if the licensee holds a Drug Enforcement Agency (DEa).
registration, le or she shall promptly advise the DEA of the
licensure ‘action. (With respect to suspensions of a finite term, at
the conclusion of the term, ' the licensee may contact the Board
office for the return of the documents previously surrendered to
the  Board. Prior to the zesumption of any prescribing of
controlled dangerous substances, the licensee shall petition the
Director of Consumer Affairs for a return of the CDS registratien
if the basis for discipline involved CDS misconduct. In addition,
at the conclusion of the term, the licensee should contact the DEa
to advise of the resumption of practice and to ascertain the impact
of that change upon his/her DEA registration.) '

2. Practics Cessation

The licensee shall cease and desist from engaging in the practice
of medicine -inh this State. This prohibition not only bars a
licensee from rendering professional sexvices, but alsgo from
providing an ‘opinion as to professional practice or its
application, or representing him/herself as being eligible to
practice. (Although the licensee need not atffirmatively advige
patients or others of ¢the revocation, suspension, surrender. or
cessation, the licensee must truthfully disclose his/her licensure
status in response to inquiry.) The licensee subject to the order



is also prohibited from occupying, sharing or using office space in
which another licensee provides health care services. The licensee
subject to the order may contract for, accept payment from another
licensee for rent at fair market value for office Premises and/or
equipment. In no case may the licensee subject to the order
authorize, allow or condone the use of his/her provider number by
any health care practice or any other licensee or health care
provider. In situations where the licensee has been subject to the
order for less than one year, the licensee may accept payment from
another professional who is using his/her office during the period
that the licensee 1s (suspended), subject to the order for the
payment of 'salaries for office staff employed at the time of the

Board action.

A licensee whose license has been revoked, suspended or subject to
& surrender or cessation order for one (1) year or more must
immediately take steps to remove signs and take affirmative action
to stop advertisements by which his/her eligibility to practice is
represented. Thé licensee must also take steps to remove his/her
name from professional listings, telephone directories,
professional stationery, or billings. If the licensee's name is
utilized in a group practice title, it shall be deleted.

Prescription pads bearing the licensee's name shall be destroyed. A

destruction report form obtained from. the Office of Drug Control
(973-504-6558) must be filed. 1If no other licensee is. providing
services at the location, all medications must -be removed and
returned to the manufacturer, if possible, destroyed or
safeguarded. (In situations where a license has been suspended for
less than one year, prescription pads and medications need not be
destroyed but must be sec¢ured in a locked place for safekeeping.)

3. . Practicea Incoms Prohibltions/Divestitura of Eqﬁiuy Interegt in

Professional  Service Corporations .and Limited = Liability
Companies

A licensee subject to the order shall not charge, receive or share
in any fee for professicnal services rendéred by .him/herself or
others while barred from engaging in the professional practice.:
The licensee may be compensated for the reasonable value of
services lawfully rendered and disbursements incurred on a
patient's behalf prior. to -the effective date of the Board order.

IThis bar on the receipt of any fee for professional services is
not applicable to cease and desist orders where there are no
findings that would be a basis for Board action, such as those
entered adjourning a hearing.



corporation organized to engage in the professional Practice, whose
license is revoked, surrendered o:r:.'su-spended or ‘'who is ordered to
cease practice for a term of one (1) year or more shall be deemed

to. be disqualified from the practice within the meaning of the-

Professional Service Corporation Act. (N.J.S.A. 14A:17-11). &
disqualified licensee shall divest him/hezself ‘of all financial
interest in the - professional service corporation pursuant to
N.J.S.A, 14A:17-13(c). A disqualified.licensee who is a member of a
" limited liability company organized pursuant to N.J.S.a, 42:1-44,

documentation‘forwarded'to the Division of Revenue and Enterprise

" licensee and documentation of - the valuation process and
consideration paid is also provided to the Board. :

4. He&icai Racordsg -

If, as a result of the Board's action, a practice is cloged or

trangsferred to another locationm, the licensee . shall ensure that
(during the three (3) month peried) immediately following ‘the
effective date of the disciplinary order, a message will be
delivered to patients calling the former office premises, advising
- where records may be obtained. The message should inform patients
--0of the names and telephone numbers of the: licensee {(or his/her
attorney) assuming custody of the records. The same information

shall also be disseminated by means of a notice to be published at.
least once per month for three (3) months in a newspaper of general

circulation in the geographic vicinity in which the practice was
conducted. If the licensee hag a website, a notice shall be pogted
on -the web_site as well. :

- At the end of the three month period, the licensee shall file with
the Board the name and telephone number of the contact person who

forwarded to another heali:h care ‘provider, the licensee shalil

promptly provide the record without charge to the patient,



ER Prbbaﬁioﬁ!mamﬁ.tm?iag Conditions \

With respect to ary licensee who is the subject of any order
imposing a probation or monitoring requirement or a stay of an
active suspension, in whole or in part, which is conditioned upon
compliance with a probation oxr monitorizng requirement, the licensee
shall fully cooperate with the Board and its designated
representatives, including the Enforcement Bureau of the Division
of Consumer Affairs, in ongoing menitoring of the licensee's status
and practice. Such momitoring shall be at the expanse of the
disciplined practitiomer. . :

(2) Monitering of practice comditions may include, but is not
limited to, imspection of the professional premises and equipment,
and Inspection and copving of patient records (confidentiality of
patient idemtity shall be protected by the Board) to verify
compliance with the Board Order and accepted standards of practice.

, (b) Monitoring of status conditions- for an impaired
practitioner may include, but is not limited to, practitioner
cooperation in providing releases permitting unrestricted access to
records and other information to the extent permitted by .law From
any treatment facility, other treating practitioner, 8SUPPOrt group
or other individual/facility involved in the education, treatment,
monitoring or oversight of the practitioner, or maintained by a
rehabilitation program for impaired practitionmers. If bodily
substance monitoring has been ordered, the practitioner shall fully
cooperate by responding to a demand for breath, blood, urine or
other sample in a timely manner and providing the designated

sample.
6. Payment of Cilvil and Criminal Panalties and Costa,

With respect to any licensee who is the subject of any order
imposing a civil penalty and/or costs, the licensee shall satisfy
the payment obligations within the time péricd ordered by the Board
or be subject to collection efforts or the filing of a certificate
of debt. The Board shall not consider any application for
reinstatement nor shall any appearance before a committee of the
Board seeking reinstatement be scheduled until such time as the
Board ordered payments are satisfied in full. (The Board at its
discretion may grant installment payments for not more than a 24

months period.)

As to the satisfaction of criminal penalties and civil forfeitures,
the Board will consider a reinstatement application so long as the
licensee is current in  his or her payment . plans,



_OF REPORTING PRACTICES

_DISCIPLINARY ORDERS/ACTIONS -

All Orders filed by the New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners
are “government records” as.defined under the Open Public Records
Act and are available " for public inspection, copying or
examination. See N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1, et seg., N.J.S.A. 52:14B-3(3).
Should any inquiry be made to the Board concerning the status of a
licensee who has been the subject of .a Board Order, the. inquirer
will be informed of the existence of the Order and a copy will be -
provided on request. - Unless sealed or otherwise confidential, all
documents filed in public actions taken against licensees, to
include documents filed or introduced into. evidence in evidentiary
Hearings, proceedings on motions or other applications conducted as
public hearings, and the transcripts of any such proceedings, are
“government records” available for public inspection, copying or

examination.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 45:9-22, a description of any final board

disciplinary action taken within the most recent ten years isg

‘included on the New Jersey Health Care Profile maintained by the

Division of Consumer Affairs for all licensed physicians. Links fo

| copies of Orders described thereon are also available on the

Profile website. See http://www.njdcc;torlist:..com.

Copies of disciplinary Orders entered by the Board are additionally
posted and available for inspection or download on the Board of

‘Medical Examiners’ website,

See http://www.nj conSumeraffairs.gov/brhe. .

Pursuant to federal law, the Board is required to report to the
National Practitioner Data Bank (the "NPDB”) certain . adverse
licensure actions taken against licensees related to professional
competence or <:ondu_'ct,/ generally including the revocation or
suspension of  a license; reprimand; censure; and/or probation,
Additionally, any negative action or finding by the Board that,
under New. Jersey law, - is  publicly available’ information is
reportable to the NPDB, to include, without limitation, limitationsg
on scope of practice and final adverse actions that occur in
conjunction with settlements in which no finding of liability hasg
been-made. Additional information regarding the specific actions
which the Board is required to report to the National Practitioner
Data Bank can be found in the NPDB Guidebook issued by the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services " in April 2015. See
http://www.npdb.hrsa.gov/resources/npdbgquidebook. pdf.
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Pursuant to N.J.S.A.45:5-19,13, - in any case in which the Boargd
refuses to issue, Suspends, ' revokes or otherwise pPlaces conditions

on a license or permit, the Bo

In accordance with an agreement with the Federation of ' gtate
Medical Boards of the United States, a 1list of all disciplinary
orders entered by. the Board is provided to the Federation on a

monthly basis.

From time to time, the Press Office of the Division of Congumer
Affairs may issue press releases including infonnation‘:egarding

public actions . taken by thé Board.

tended in any way to limit the Board, the
or the Attorney General from

Nothing herein is in
Division of Consumer Affairs
disclosing any public document.



COWONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
BEFORE THE STATE BOARD OF MEDICINE

Conimenwealth of Pennsylvania
Bureau of Professional and
Occupational Affairs

. V. '

. Bonme L. Chen, M.D.,
Respondent

JD

AND NOW, thls’L dayo

File No.: . 18-49-006231

ORDER
é:ilaﬁf , 2018, the STATE BOARD OF MEDICINE

(“Board”) approves and adopts the foregoing Consent Agreement and incoxporétes' thé terms of

paragraph 5, which shall constitute the Board's Order and is now issued in resohution of this

matter.

This Order shall take effect immediately.

BUREAU OF PROFESSIONAL AND

OCCUPATIONAL AFFAIRS

=L

BY ORDER:
STATE BOARD OF MEDICINE

Lot & obdl

Keith E, Loiselle

Ian J. Harlow 7N

Commissioner

For the Commonwealth:

For the Respondent:

Date of mailing:

Chair

Keith E. Bashore, Prosecuting Attorney
2601 North Third Street o

P.O. Box 69521 _
Harrisburg, PA 17106-9521

Bonnie L Chen, M.D.

243 Horseneck Road
Fairfield, NJ 07004

/()/)LS/)Q
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NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
'STATE BOARD-FOR PROFESSIONAL-MEDICAL CONDUET - - -— --

BPMC No. 18-234

IN THE MATTER
SURRENDER
OF
ORDER
BONNIE L. CHEN, M.D.

Upon the application of {(Respondent) BONNIE L. CHEN, M.D. to surender his or her license as

a physician in the State of New York, which is made a part of this Surrender Order, it is

ORDERED, that the Surrender, and its terms, are adopted and it is further
ORDERED, that Respondent's name be stricken from the roster of physicians in the State of -
New York; it is further |
ORDERED, that this Order shall be efieclive upon issuance by the Board, either
° by mailing of a copy of this Surrender Order, either by first class mail to Respondent
at the address in the attached Surrender of License application or by certified mail to
Respondent’s attorney, OR |
. upon facsimile transmission lo Respondent or Respondenl‘s attomey,
Whichever is first,

SO ORDERED.

DATE: _10/18/2018
ARTHUR S. HENGERER, M.D.
Chair , .
State Board for Professicnal Medical Conduct
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'NEWYQORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
STATE BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL MEDICAL CONDUCT

IN THE MATTER (S)LéRRENDER
|
BONNIE L. CHEN, M.D. ORDER

BONNIE L. CHEN, M.D., represents that all of the following statements are true:
That on or about April 8, 2004, | was licensed to practice as a physician in the State of New
York and issdéd License No. 231900 by the New York State Education Department.

My current address is &

I understand that the New York State Board for Professional Medrcal Conduct (Board) has
charged me with one or more specifications of professional misconduct, as set forth in a Statement
of Charges, marked as Exhibit "A", which is attached to and part of this Surrender of License,

lam applymg to the State Board for Professional Medical Conduct for permrssron to
surrender my license as a physmnan in the State of New York on the grounds that | do not contest
the Statement of Charges in full satisfaction of thg charges against me.

| ask the Board to accept my Surrender of License, and | agree to be bound by all of the
| terms set forth in attached Exhibit "B". |

| understand that, if the Board _dées not accept my Surrender of License, none of its terms
shall bind me or constitute an admission of any of the acts of misconduct alleged; this épplicaﬁon
shall not be used against me in any way and shall be kept in strict confidence; and the Board's
denial shall be without prejudice to the pending disciblinary proceeding and the Board's final
determination pursuant to the Public Health Law. | |

| agree that, if the Board accepts my Surrender of License, the Chair of the Board shall

issue a Surrender Order in accordance with its terms. | agree that this Order shall take effect upon
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its issuance by the Board, elther by mailing of a copy of the Surrender Order by first class mailto |

me at the\ address in this Surrender of License, or to my attorney by certified mail, or upon facsimile
transmission 'to me or my attorney, whichever is first. The Surrender Order, this agreement, and all
attached exhibits shall be public documents, with only patient identities or other confidential
information, if any, redacted. As public documents, they may be posted on thé Department's
website(s). OPMC shall repbrﬁ this action to the National Prac.titioner Data Bank, the Federation of
State Medical Boards, aﬁd- any other enlities that the Director of OPMC shall deem appropriate.

| ask the Board to accept this Surrender of License, which | submit of my own free will and
not under duress, compulsion or restraint. In consxderatlon of the value to me of the Board's
acceptance of this Surrender of Llcense allowing me to resolve thus matter without the various.

»nsks and burdens of a hearing on the merits, | knowingly waive my nght to contest the Surrender
Order for which 1 apbiy, whether administratively or judicially, and | agree to be bound by the
Surrender Order. ‘

] Undérstand and agree fhat the attorney for the Dlepartment. the Director of the Office of
Professional Medicai Conduct and the Chair of the State Board for Professional Medical Conduct
each retain complete discretion either to enter into the proposed agreement and Order, based
upon my application, or to decline to do so. I further understand and agree that no prior or separate

written or oral communication can limit that discretion.

DATE (‘%0/9"9‘8

BONNIE L. CHEN, M.D.
RESPONDENT
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The undersigned agree to Respondent's attached Surrender of License and Order and to
its proposed penalty, terms and conditions. ‘

3 e ¥
NATHANIAL WF{ITE
Associate Counsel _

L BureAau of Professional Medical Conduct

EIT
Diractor
Office of Professional Medical Condyct







NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH .

STATE BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL MEDICAL CONDUCT

IN THE MATTER STATEMENT
OF o OF
BONNIE L. CHEN, M.D.
CHARGES

BONNIE L. CHEN, M.D., the Respondent, was authorized to practice medicine in
New York State on or about April 6, 2004, by the issuance of license number 231900 by
the New York State Education Department.

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS

A. On orabout July 12, 2018, the New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners
issued a Conseht Order of Permanent Retirement that granted Respondent leave to
retire her license to practice' medicine and surgery in the State of New Jersey, and that
such retirement would be deemed a permanent revocation of license. The Consent
Order resolved allegations before the Board of Medical Examiners regarding the
Respondent'é prescribing and dispensing of hormone replacement medications to her
patients in 2015. The Consent Order of Permanent Retirémént bacarie effective on or

about August 12, 2018.

B. The conduct resulting in the New Jersey disciplinary action against the
Respondent would constitute misconduct under the laws of New York State pursuant

to the following section of New York State law:
1. New York Education Law § 6530(3) (practicing the profession with neglrgence

on more than one occasion).




~____  SPECIFICATION OF CHARGES

Respondent is charged with committing professional misconduct as defined in N.Y.
Educ. Law § 6530(9)(d) by having his or her license to practice medicine revoked,
suspended or having other disciplinary action taken, or having his or her application for a
[t license refused, revoked or suspended or having voluntarily or otherwise surrendered his
or her license after a disciplinary action was instituted by a duly authorized professional
disciplinary agency of another state, where the conduct resulting in the revocation,
suspension or other disciplinary action involving the license or refusal, revocation or
suspension of an application for a license or the surrender of the iicense‘would, if
comimitted in New York state, constitute professional misconduct under the laws of New
York state (namely N.Y. Educ. Law § 6530[3]) as alleged.in the facts of the following:

1. The facts in paragraphs A and B.

| DAfE: 067{ /S ,2018A

- Albany, New York

Deputy Couﬁsel
" Bureau of Professional Medical Conduct




o EXHIBIT "B"

Requirements for Closing a Medical Praclice Following a
Revocation, Surrender, Limitation or Suspension of a Medical License

Licensee shall immediately cease and desist from engaging in the practice of
medicine in New York State, or under Licensee's New York license, in accordance
with the terms of the Order. In addition, Licensee shall refrain from providing an
opinion as to professional practice or its application and from representing that
Licensee is eligible to practice medicine. '

Within 5 days of the Order's effective date, Licensee shall deliver Licensee's original
license to practice medicine in New York State and current biennial registration to
the Office of Professional Medical Conduct (OPMC) at Riverview Center, 150
Broadway, Suite 355, Albany, New York 12204-2719.

Within 15 days of the Order's effective date, Licensee shall notify all patients of the
cessation or limitation of Licensee's medical practice, and shall refer alj patients to»
another licensed practicing physician for continued care, as appropriate. Licensee
shall notify, in writing, each health care plan with which the Licensee contracls or is
employed, and each hospital where Licensee has privileges, that Licensee has
ceased medical practice. Within 45 days of the Order’s effective date, Licensee shall
provide OPMC with written documentation that all patients and hospitals have been
notified of the cessation of Licensee's medical practice. '

Licensee shall make arrangements for the transfer and maintenance of all patient
medical records. Within 30 days of the Order's effective date, Licensee shall notify
OPMC of these arrangements, including the name, address, and telephone number
of an appropriate and acceptable contact person who shall have access to these
records. Original records shall be retained for at least 6 years after the last date of
service rendered o a patient or, in the case of a minor, for at least 6 years after the
last date of service or 3 years after the patient reaches the age of majority,
whichever time period is longer. Records shall be maintained in a safe and secure
place that is reasonably accessible to former patients. The arrangements shall
include provisions to ensure that the information in the record is kept confidential
and is available only to authorized persons. When a patient or a patient's ‘
representative requests a copy of the patient's medical record, or requests that the
original medical record be sent to another health care provider, a copy of the record
shall be promptly provided or forwarded at a reasonabie cost to the patient (not to
exceed 75 cents per page.) Radiographic, sonographic and similar materials shall
be provided at cost. A qualified person shall not be denied access to patient
information solely because of an inability to pay. '

In the event that Licensee holds a Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA)
certificate for New York State, Licensee shall, within 15 days of the Order's effective
date, advise the DEA, in writing, of the licensure action and shall surrender
Licensee's DEA controlled substance privileges for New York State to the DEA.
Licensee shall promptly surrender any unused DEA #222 U.S. Official Order Forms
Schedules 1 and 2 for New York Stale to the DEA. All submissions to the DEA shall
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be addressed to Diversion Program Manager, New York Field Division, U.S, Drug
Enforcement Administration, 89 Tenth Avenue, New York, NY 10011.

~ Within 15 days of the Order's effective dale, Licensee shall return any unused New

York State official prescription forms to the Bureau of Narcotic Enforcement of the
New York State Department of Health. If no other licensee is providing services at

AL.icensee's praclice location, Licensee shall properly dispose of all medications.

Within 15 days of the Order’s effective date, Licensee shall remove from the public
domain any representation that Licensee is eligible to practice medicine, including
all related signs, advertisements, professional listings (whether in telephone
directories, internet or otherwise), professional stationery or billings. Licensee shall
not share, occupy, or use office space in which another licensee provides health
care services,

Licensee shall not charge, receive or share any fee or distribution of dividends for
professional services rendered by Licensee or others while Licensee is barred from
engaging in the praclice of medicine. Licensee may be compensated for the
reasonable value of services lawfully rendered, and disbursements incurred on a
patient's behalf, prior to the Order's effective date.

If Licensee is a shareholder in any professional service corporation organized to
engage in the practice of medicine, Licensee shall divest all financial interest in the
professional services corporation, in accordance with New York Business
Corporation Law. Such divestiture shall accur within 80 days. If Licensee is the sole
shareholder in a professional services corporation, the corporation must be
dissolved or sold within 90 days of the Order's effective date.

Failure to comply with the above difectives may result in a civil penalty or criminal
penalties as may be authorized by governing law. Under N.Y, Educ. Law § 6512, it
is a Class E Felony, punishable by imprisonment for up to 4 years, to practice the
profession of medicine when a professional license has been suspended, revoked
or annulled. Such punishment is in addition te the penalties for professional
misconduct set forth in N.Y. Pub, Health Law § 230-a, which include firies of upto
$10,000 for each specification of charges of which the Licensee is found guilty, and
may include revocation of a suspended license.




